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Dear Noah,      I received a certified copy of vital records from my ancestor’s hometown in Vermont. On this certificate, all the names of the children and their dates of birth were included. The town clerk recorded this certificate in 1805. Can I consider this information as valid?

Answer:  This is not a real common situation but you will encounter it in the northern early colonies. Our ancestors traveled from many new areas and sometimes as they entered a community, they would register with the town clerk all information on the family. Very often the family bible would be used as documentation. Taking past events of marriages, births and deaths often would be taken from the bible and a ‘catch up’ list would be recorded by the town clerk.

             Often, this family may move onto another area and repeat the action of going to the new town clerk and updating information again. So do not be surprised that some of your folks’ records could be recorded in two towns!
---------------------------------------------------------------
Dear Noah,      I have a $5 bet on what your answer will be on this. A genealogist and also a friend states he has seen a census pre-1850 that gives exact ages for families. I do not believe this!

Answer:  Be ready to give that $5 bill to your friend! He is only partially correct.  The 1840 census does list the age and the name of person collecting a military pension or a widow’s pension; this person often is the head of household, but sometimes they are listed as living with another family member.

              These names and ages appear on the second page of each enumeration sheet.  The information was used to publish a census of pensioners for revolutionary or any military service. Information given was name, age, places of residences, as submitted by the marshals of the judicial districts. A copy of this volume can be seen at:  http://www.usgennet.org/usa/topic/colonial/census/1840/
---------------------------------------------------------------

Dear Noah,      I am putting together primary and secondary sources for my genealogy finally. Are the micro filmed Maine vitals from 1892 to 1955 considered primary or secondary sources?

Answer:  The vital records for the State of Maine were sent in from the city and towns starting in 1892. Prior to 1892, it was up to the respective community to record and preserve within their area. These early records within the communities prior to 1892, are usually in the hands of a local Historical Society. This group’s mission is to store, preserve and care for such important documents. Many of these records can be discovered in published manuscripts or books; also family genealogies.

               These records are considered to be primary records since they attest to the events happening. A strong genealogist would probably contact the local area to verify the correctness of these records, and hope there was no fire on the local level.

Bonus information:  Maine State Archives (Google) has a database on line for all births and marriages from 1891 to current time. Easy to access and FREE!!!!!
--------------------------------------------------------------

Dear Noah:  I have an old photo of a car in the time frame of 1930. I can clearly read the numbers on the license place but no state is listed. Where do I go from here?

Answer:    Believe it or not! There are many hobbyists who collect, record and trade car license plates. Contact the Department of Motor Vehicles in the state your Mom was living at that time. Ask if they have archived these records within that state. Your mom could have been on the road visiting family from one state to the next. A state archives could locate the answer on how they handles registrations.   Another fun tip: Go to Google and type in History of Car Registrations for (each state). That should prove very interesting!
Corrections please to kds3148@gmail.com.  Copyright 2010 KDSantos & Family History Researchers


