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Indexing Project 
Seeks To Put 
Digital Records 
On Internet 

BY JAMES M. BEIDLER 

F
or years, microfilms of church records from many vil- 
lages in Germany have been one of the backbones 
of the world's largest genealogy library, the Family 
History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah. These church re- 
cords of baptisms, marriages, and burials allow plenty of 
researchers with German ancestry to trace their families' 
vital events back in to the 1600s and, sometimes, even into 
the 1500s. And, of course, there are many other German 
records-censuses, immigration records, and others-in 
the Family History Library as well. 

While these microfilms can be rented for a modest fee to 
local Family History Centers across the country (or viewed 
during a research trip to Salt Lake City), the folks at the li- 
brary's parent concern, the Mormon-owned nonprofit Farn- 
ilySearch, realized that there was an increasing demand for 
access to digitized records right on the computer desktop. 
With this in mind, FamilySearch Indexing was created three 
years ago to begin what is expected to be a long process of 
digitizing and indexing the huge collection of microfilmed 
records that includes the German church registers. 

Those who agree to volunteer for the project use an 
online software application to view and index the digitized 
records. The project currently has one hundred thousand 
active indexers, according to Paul Nauta, FamilySearch 
public affairs manager. "The project is on track and grow- 
ing, though there's always a need for more indexers," he 
said. "More international/foreign language reading index- 
ers are particularly needed, including German!" To give 
an idea of the project's scale, more than two hundred fifty 
million names were indexed in the first two years, and one 
million names a day are now being indexed, Nauta said. 

. In order to gain a greater degree of accuracy, each record 
is indexed twice, with an arbitrator to resolve differences. 
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Volunteers for the Mormon project who meet a certain 
benchmark (nine hundred names indexed in a ninety-day 
span) receive free access to all record images, even those 
not on FamilySearch's public site. 

In addition to the individual benefits, the project's 
partnering organizations also are helped. Organizations 
that provide records for digitizing and indexing to Fami- 
lySearch Indexing receive free copies of the record images 
and indexes. So far, the following items for Germany are 
part of FamilySearch Indexing: 

· The 1890 census (in German: Volkszahlung) for Meck- 
lenburg's divisions numbers. 24 to 38, 'which is fifteen 
percent complete. 

· The church registers (in German: Kirchenbuche1') for 
Brandenburg between the years 1789 and 1875, which 
is about two-thirds finished. 

· Departure lists (in German: Schiffsliste) from Bremer- 
haven from 1904 to 1914, a project that is about half 
finished. 

On its "pilot site," FamilySearch Indexing has available 
several databases-one each for baptisms, marriages, 
and burials-that were created by volunteers who ex- 
tracted records during the last thirty years from hun- 
dreds of German church books. While these are by no 
means complete, they can offer a starting point for re- 
searchers. 

· Also on the pilot site are actual images of the church 
book duplicates from 1800 to 1874 for villages in the 
German provinces of Brandenburg and Posen. Church 
book duplicates were copies of the original church regis- 
ters submitted to the government (in these cases, Prus- 
sia) as an early form of civil registration. The duplicates 
on this pilot site are not indexed. 

Even with today's technology, the scanned images are 
only as good as the microfilm copies, which in turn are only 
as good as the original church registers. 

As might be expected of a group with FamilySearch's 
resources, the scans that are shown in the pilot project are 
crisp, readable images. Those interested in volunteering or 
who want to learn more about the project should go to the 
FamilySearch Indexing website at www.familysearchin- 
dexing.org/home.jsf. Ancestry.com is sponsoring another 
mega-indexing project called World Archives Project (in 
conjunction with the Federation of Genealogical Societies 
and its member societies), but it currently has only two 
German record sets being indexed: 1807 and 1812 cen- 
suses for Lubeck. 

Contributors to the World Archives Project are given 
the chance to vote on which records are to be indexed. 
Information about this project can be found at the URL, 
www.ancestry.com/worldarchivesproject.GL 

James M. Beidler, a free-lance writer and lecturer specializing in German 
genealogy, welcomes reader ideas for "Pamilienforschunq." Write him at 
PO Box 270, Lebanon, PA 17042, 01· bye-mail tojames@beidler.us. 

