Message Boards & Mailing Lists
I have found that message boards & mailing lists are very useful in finding other family researchers.  When I started my research on my Hoopers’ I knew next to nothing about them.  I did know that my grandfather, James Elijah Hooper was born in Ticonderoga, New York and his father was George Henry Hooper. I found them in the Ticonderoga, New York censuses and found that my gg grandfather was William Hooper. By looking for data on the family in Ticonderoga, I knew that my gg grandfather, William Hooper had died August 7, 1902 in Lake George, New York. 
With the information I found from the message below I was able to find the family in Harrowbarrow, Calstock, Cornwall, England. I then found websites for Calstock, Cornwall, England and was able to pull together the information on the family and follow them to the USA, South Africa and Australia. I have been able to trace them all up to today.
 Benjamin Hooper— did not know where he went to nor when. Received a e-mail from his gg granddaughter, XX in Australia.

Did not have much on Mary Hooper—but her gg grandson’s wife found my message and e-mailed me.

Found articles in the Ticonderoga Sentinel about cousins of my gg grandfather, William Hooper living in Montreal. Received e-mail in reply to my message on Hoopers in Montreal from M.
I found an e-mail friend in Cornwall, England, L., by way of the Cornwall mailing list. She has helped me so much –this past year we have been able to connect our families. L. in Cornwall, K. in Utah, K. in Australia, M. in Montreal and me in Florida. We have found our family back to the 1700’s.  

I have the same success on all my lines using the message boards & mailing lists. You might have to wait 4 years or more but some time in the future someone will be replying to your message.   The internet is amazing. I have dozens & dozens of cousins around the world and all found on the internet.

Hilma Tune Ardito

October, 2009

Examples of my success—
Subject: William Hooper 
Posted on: HOOPER
Surname: Hooper
I am looking for ancestors of William Hooper, son of John and Suzanne Hooper, born in parish of Calstock, Cornwall, England April 18, 1832. He died August 7, 1902 in Lake George, New York. I have little information about his parents beyond that fact that they are buried in cemetery of the Calstock Parish

I found this message from Mr. G. in November of 20XX--but Mr. G.’s e-mail address was not in service. I then was able to find the family in Harrowbarrow, Calstock, Cornwall, England. 

So I put my own message on the list with all the information I had found at that point
From: Hilma  
Subject: RE: Hooper's from Harrowbeer,Calstock, Cornwall, England 

My gg grandfather, William HOOPER b, 29 April, 1832 came to the USA in 1854. His sisters Eliza, Jane and Mary and their families and his brother Joseph all came to Ticonderoga, Essex County, New York about 1870.    [image: image1.png]


 (Personal information edited out by KDSantos.)
Hilma Ardito     

I received this e-mail from Benjamin’s gg granddaughter. April 19, 20XX.  My message had been on for 4 years.
Hello,

Re your entry on Rootsweb regarding your gg uncle Benjamin Hooper.  He was my gg grandfather.   Emigrated to Queensland mid 1860's.  Died 1891 from kidney disease.   Please confirm I have the correct email address and I can give you more info.

 Regards,

 XX
I answered her e-mail and this is her second e-mail to me:
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Dear Hilma

I am very pleased to hear from you … Your gg uncle Benjamin is definitely my gg grandfather.   I have looked at a lot of the material you've posted on the genealogy websites and there is no doubt.    The birth date and place and parents are all the same. . . . .( personal information edited out by KDSantos)  . . . Lovely to hear from you 'cousin' . . . 
 Regards,   XXX
My gg aunt Mary Hooper Biscombe Milford’s gg grandson’s wife K. found me by the same way. She answered my message on the Hoopers. I wish I had kept her first e-mail to me but for some  unknown reason I did not. 
 

While researching my Hoopers in Ticonderoga, I came across old newspapers. In the papers there were mentions of cousins coming to visit from Canada. So I put a copy of the articles on a message board. 
                                                  Hoopers in Montreal

I am looking for a family of Hoopers living in Montreal in 1890's, Mr. William Hooper and Mr. Charles Hooper.  I believe that the father of these Hoopers is a brother of my ggg grandfather John Hooper b 1793 in Calstock , Cornwall, England. Have 2 newspaper articles from the 

Ticonderoga Sentinel 1893 

William Hooper of Montreal, one of the chief clerks of the Canadian Pacific Railroad, is spending a few day in town (Ticonderoga, New York) the guest of his cousin, William Hooper of this place (Ticonderoga, New York)

Ticonderoga Sentinel 1899

Mr. and Mrs. George Aucrum and daughter and Mr. Charles Hooper of  Montreal, were the guest of William Hooper and family over Sunday.
And received this e-mail from another person.

Hi Hilma

If these are the HOOPERS that I think they are - William and Charles are not brothers, but father and son.  The father, William Henry Venning Hooper, was born in Buckland, Devon, England (very near Calstock on the Devon side) on 26 January, 1846. He married Eliza Dockett in Devon on 4 March 1872.  They had 5 children (including Charles, born 18 March 1874) then moved to Quebec, Canada, in about 1880.  They are shown on the 1881 census in Longueuil, Chambly, Quebec (just outside of Montreal).  There were 6 more children born to William and Eliza after they came to Canada.  The 7th child was Mary Florence Hooper and she is my Grandmother.

William Henry Venning Hooper's father was William Hooper who was born in Calstock about 1812.  I have been unable to find a record of his birth.  My Great Grandfather William was indeed a Clerk for the Canadian Pacific Railroad and my own father worked for them for over 35 years.  Charles' oldest sibling, his sister Alice Elizabeth Hooper, married George Ancrum on 1 September 1897.  This is so exciting!  I know a lot more about the family of William and Eliza, and will send it to you if you wish.

XX
Vancouver Island
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