TIPS AND BITS

· Random Acts of Genealogy Kindness is a global volunteer organization where volunteers perform various genealogy related tasks for researchers who live far away.  Check out www.RAOGK.org.  Follow the instructions. It is less expensive than a visit to a far away courthouse or cemetery.

· New York State Census for 1865 and 1875 list the actual marriage date for a couple from the preceding year.

· The phrase “rule of thumb” is derived from an old English law which stated that you couldn’t beat your wife with anything wider than your thumb! 
· CHECK THIS WEBSITE! http://futureboy.homeip.net/fsp/dollar.fsp  Value of $1.00 then compared to now!

· http://www.genealogy.com/35_donna.html has information on ancestral naming patterns for your grandfather, “William”, with his father, “William”, and then his father, “William”, etc.

· If you find your ancestors in multiple Ellis Island site entries, a great clue is to do more research.  Trach down the reasons he/she traveled back and forth.  Were they escorting others to America?  Or was it a business trip?  Search the passports to learn more.

· The Missing Obituary:

You have the death date and death location of your ancestor but can’t locate a copy of the obituary.

1.  Contact the library within the area.  Ask the reference dept. to check the newspaper on films.

   2.  Check in the same town where parents or siblings would be residing.

3.  Always check the “News”.  The ancestor may have been IMPORTANT to the area or died in a news worthy                                           accident.

· Cemetery Research and Funeral Director Research:

Many cemeteries have limited staff due to cut backs.  Always send a copy of your cemetery request letter to the Funeral Director who conducted the service.  You may find more information on one record than the other.
The Funeral Director may forward a copy of the actual Death record if you request it.  Never request a Certified copy due to the expense.

· Vital Records Request:

Always remember to ask the office clerk to look in the “delayed file”.  That file houses records from other states or a late recording within that state.  This is for a person passing away out of state but the body is returned to the family in another state for burial.  The burial state will have a “copy of the death certificate” in the delayed file.  It would be recorded and filed on the date of acceptance of the deceased’s body.  
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