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Moving Between Censuses
Never assume that a family resided in the same place between censuses. When available, another good resource is the state census. Some states such as Illinois and Kansas had state censuses which were done every ten years, between federal censuses (1825, 1835, etc). 
Google Tours
Google has an additional tool that is pretty cool. Using Google Maps you can type in an address (or even just a town or street and town) and if you see a small orange "person" on the left navigation bar - click it - and then you can use Street View. This allows you to "drive" down the streets as if you were driving in a car sightseeing. You can even turn 360 degrees to see all the buildings on either side and turn corners to keep exploring. 

Adoptees Bearing Birth Name
In some cases adopted children revert to, or even retain, their original last name--especially if they were adopted by relatives. This was the case for a relative of mine who was sought for many years by his deceased mother's family. Knowing that he had been adopted they did not search under his original surname. They located him after seventy years when I put his mother's maiden name into the search banks. Maybe this clue will help others.
Religious:
Finding clergy in the census can be a tricky business. A search of the 1930 U.S. census turned up nearly 800 people with the first name “Pastor.” Further searches turned up people with first names listed as Reverend, Rabbi, Father, Sister, and Mother. In many of these entries, no given name is listed, as in Rabbi Zien of Duluth, Minnesota, or Reverend Perry of Little Rock, Arkansas. In some cases the title is included as a middle name, as is the case with John Father Harnett of San Francisco, California. 
Sandra found success in doing some creative searching for "Sister Rita" and the location of Pittsburgh. She eventually found her living with the Sisters of Divine Providence in Pittsburgh with Mother Therese listed as the “head of household.” 
Church and Local Histories
Finding a family member who served a religious community can give your family history a real boost. You are likely to find unique records for that individual, including mentions in church-related and local histories. Check the Stories, Memories, and Histories Collection at Ancestry.com or search the Card Catalog for keywords like the religious affiliation and location of the church or religious order.

Search engines may also turn up information. If the church is still in existence, you’ll want to see if they have an online presence. Contact the church office for more information. 
Religious Orders
We have three Catholic nuns in our family tree and through the religious orders in which they served, we’ve learned a lot about our family history. Letters my mom wrote back in the 1970s brought responses that included birth and death dates and places, as well as information on other family members. In one letter she received from her grand-aunt’s order it says, “I have obtained some of this from our records; the rest I learned from Sister M. Euphrasia, who is presently stationed here at our Motherhouse, and who lived with Sister Pacifica about twenty-two of the twenty-four years Sister Pacifica was in St. Francis.” 
To determine the Catholic religious order in which a family member served, look for the “Official Catholic Directory” which has been published since 1817 and includes contact information for religious orders, dioceses and parish, as well as any schools and religious orders affiliated with that parish. Clergy are included, as well as a necrology index for those who passed away in the previous year. A local parish might have a copy, and you may find a series of these volumes covering a longer time period at diocesan offices or university libraries. Other denominations may have similar publications. 
If you’re not sure in which religious community an individual may have served, you may find clues at the local level. Often young people were influenced by the order that served a nearby church, school, orphanage, or hospital. My great-great-grandmother’s sister became a nun. After her mother died young, she and my great-great- grandmother were placed in an orphanage that we later learned was managed by the Sisters of Charity--the order she later joined.
If you have a photograph of an ancestor in clerical garb or a nun’s habit, you may be able to determine an affiliation based on their clothing. Look for publications like The Habit: A History of the Clothing of Catholic Nuns and compare images. 
With a little bit of research and perseverance, you can learn a lot about your family members who served in religious communities, and in turn learn more about your family.

Laypeople
We talked about finding clergy in the census by using titles in place of a given name. This can also be a solution for lay people. Search for Mr. or Mrs. and you’ll turn up plenty of hits. (Click on the image to see an example from the 1930 census for Boston, Massachusetts.) And the town doctor could be listed with Dr. as his first name. Dr. and Mrs. Cooneery of Chicago, Illinois, are a good example of this situation. Here are some more tips for census searching.

Search for Initials
Sometimes the census taker decided that listing an initial was enough. In searching for my Kelly ancestors in New York City, I was repeatedly frustrated in my attempts to locate one family—until I left out the given name. When I saw the results I noticed an abundance of initials in place of given names. Once I entered the appropriate initial, I found the family I was searching for—with every family member listed with only an initial.

Leave Out the Name
While it might seem a long shot, sometimes the best way to search is without a name. If you know where your ancestor lived, try leaving out the name entirely and use other facts you have to narrow your search. For example, I know my grandparents were living in Parma, Ohio, in 1930 and had been recently married. By entering my grandmother’s birth year, birthplace of Ohio, residence of Parma, Ohio, and relationship to head of household (wife), she comes up as the thirteenth record on the list of results for that search.

Search for Siblings
Try searching for various siblings. While your direct ancestor’s entry may be hard to read or transcribed incorrectly, the sibling’s entry may be correct. I was helping my uncle find his parents in 1930. The last name was mangled, so I entered his brother’s given name, specified the county, and added in the given names of his father and mother. Even though all three had common given names (Charles, Henry, and Mary) those names, relationships, and the county were enough to allow me to find them.

Name Prefixes
When you’re working with names that have prefixes like Mc, O’, Van, or De, try searching for the name in various ways—all one word (McDonald), separated with a space (Mc Donald) or without the prefix (Donald).

Browse the Area
You can get a good feel for any idiosyncrasies in a particular census year for a particular location by browsing through some of the images. Just go to the census page and then scroll down to the listing by state and click through to the county and local levels. Look for the types of things mentioned above. This will help you tailor your search.

Start Wide and Narrow Your Search
Start your search with only a few facts and narrow it gradually. Don’t check the box to “Match All Terms Exactly.” Give yourself a little wiggle room. Once you’ve entered information, you can start narrowing your search by selecting the fields you want to match exactly by clicking the box for each field.

Keep Track
Keep a list of the various searches you’ve tried so you don’t end up repeating, and it can also help you to determine whether there are search options that remain to be explored.

While we’ve come a long way since the days of scrolling though unindexed microfilm to locate our ancestors, online census records and indexes can still present challenges. But through the creative use of the technology we now have at our fingertips, our chances are good for locating those elusive ancestors. 
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